[image: image1.emf]
In November 2010, the Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Copenhagen, issued the fourth number of the newsletter IARU News (http://healthyaging.ku.dk/international/iarunews/). It focused on the IARU Congress Ageing, Longevity and Health held in Copenhagen, press activities on ageing ahead of this Congress, the art installation An Ageing World, as well as on the net​work activities in the iHan and the Ageing, Longevity and Health research subproject. Finally, it provided advanced notice on plans for the IARU summer to be held in Copenhagen during summer 2011.

The present document is an updating addendum on the mayor activities since late November 2010.
IARU Summer School on Ageing in Copenhagen 2011
Following a successful organization of the IARU congress Ageing, Longevity and Health in October 2010, Center for Healthy Aging (CEHA) is now committed to offer a two-week summer school as part the University of Copenhagen’s engagement in the IARU Global Summer Program (GSP).

The course is entitled Interdisciplinary Aspects of Healthy Ageing and will take place on 18-31 July, 2011. An organizing committee is working on the last details of the development and organization of the course, which has been announced through the network of IARU GSP Coordinators, as well as via direct mails to our Ageing, Longevity and Health collaborators. The University of Copenhagen offers a number of scholarships to help covering expenses for skilled IARU student. 
The course is designed for students who have obtained a Bachelor degree and would like to gain experience in the ageing research field. It is rooted in the research and teaching environment of the CEHA and it will substantially reflect the Center’s various research projects and interdisciplinary nature. The course combines lectures and project work, and it is expected that students will learn some basic research concepts and principles in diverse disciplines, including humanities, social science, epidemiology, neurology, physiology, and molecular biology. In project works, students will form groups and carry out interdisciplinary projects under supervision from CEHA researchers in CEHA. For more details of the course, please visit the website: http://www.iaruni.org/gsp/courses2011/ku/03/index
Update on the Ageing, Longevity and Health Project

In the subproject Health Policy Challenges of Ageing Populations, further collaboration between the CEHA, University of Copenhagen, and Oxford University has been discussed with professor of Gerontology Sarah Harper, Director of the Oxford Institute of Ageing, during a meeting in Copenhagen in February 2011. A seminar on on-going studies at the two institutions is planned to take place in Copenhagen in autumn 2011 involving Professor Sarah Harper and Senior Research Fellow Dr. George W. Leeson from the Department of Sociology at Oxford University as well as researchers from the CEHA in Copenhagen.
In the subproject Neurogeneration and Life Course Issues several specific interdisciplinary research projects on life course issues in relation to neurodegeneration have been established in the CEHA. These involve plans for collaboration with the University of Tokyo and the Australian National University.

Finally, the Evolutionary Medicine Program is now firmly established as one of the seven research programs of the Centre for Social Evolution (CSE) at the Department of Biology, University of Copenhagen, coordinated by Professor Jacobus J. Boomsma and Dr. Sean G. Byars. It recently completed a study on preeclampsia, combining insights from evolutionary biology with databases from the Danish National Hospital Register and the Danish Civil Registration System. The fourth year course in Evolutionary Medicine is being taught for the third time, and similar to last year we expect at least 25 students from biology, biochemistry and molecular biomedicine to pass the exam in 2011. The program further hosted Professors Bernard Crespi (Simon Fraser University), Randolph Nesse (Ann Arbor), and Mats Olsson (University of Sydney) for visits. In addition, Jacobus Boomsma and Sean Byars are hosting a symposium on “Evolution and Human Disease” during the 13th Congress of the European Society for Evolutionary Biology, which will be held on 20-25 August 2011 in Tübingen, Germany, with Stephen Stearns (Yale), David Haig (Harvard), and Bernard Crespi as invited speakers and a series of contributed talks.

“Ageing” in the FP8 Position Paper of the University of Copenhagen
The 8th EU Framework Programme (FP8; the European Framework Programmes for Research and Technological Development) is expected to start in 2014, and the overall discussion on content, shape and goals has already started. At the University of Copenhagen, the academic community has identified a number of mayor global challenges faced by the international society. These are gathered and published in the University’s FP8 Position Paper and include “Ageing Societies” as a mayor challenge.
Demographics show that the number of elderly in Europe is on the increase. This calls for effective therapeutic treatments that will ensure physical, psychological and social well-being for this segment of the population. Through a range of interdisciplinary approaches to ageing, the

Ageing Society platform seeks to present effective guidelines on how to ensure a healthily ageing population in Europe. The FP8 Position Paper of the University of Copenhagen outlines these challenges as well as key research areas necessary in order to create sustainable solutions and continued growth in Europe and beyond.

As one of Europe’s leading knowledge institutions, the

Ageing Research in a New Science Tower in Copenhagen



Illustration of the new research building at the Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Copenhagen
During the last years, the Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Copenhagen, has worked hard for an extension of its research facilities. This ambition came through in December 2010, when the Faculty received a very generous donation of approx. USD 125 million to a new building connected to the Panum Building, an extension with a further 35,000 square metres. The donation came from a non-profit foundation, A. P. Møller and wife Chastine Mc-Kinney Møller, owners of the large Danish shipping and oil conglomerate A. P. Moeller - Maersk. Half of the construction sum of the building on the Blegdamsvej address will be covered from this fund. This is a historic donation from a private foundation, and the University of Copenhagen is very grateful and proud of this visionary donation to the benefit of research and education. With its 14 floors, the new Panum-building has been designed with the aim of creating the best possible environment for modern research and teaching. The Faculty of Health Sciences has decided to use the two first floors for ageing research. Consequently, the Center for Healthy Aging will move into the 1st and 2nd floors by 2014.
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