C. Students’ Reflections and Experience
The IARU GSP course was a good experience for me:
	
	2011 (Q11)
	2010 (Q18)
	2009 (Q30)

	Strongly Agree
	82.2%
	120
	59.4%
	70
	56.0%
	51

	Agree
	13.0%
	19
	35.6%
	42
	38.5%
	35

	
	95.2%
	
	95.0%
	
	94.5%
	

	Neutral
	2.0%
	3
	3.4%
	4
	1.1%
	1

	Disagree
	0.7%
	1
	0.8%
	1
	4.4%
	4

	Strongly Disagree
	0.7%
	1
	0.8%
	1
	0.0%
	0

	Did not indicate
	1.4%
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	 100%
	146
	100%
	118
	100%
	91




						(2011)

The IARU GSP course was a good experience for me:

Flagged comments:
1. The summer session had both its positives and negatives. The chance to explore new countries and make new friends on the field trip was a wonderful experience. It is from that portion of the trip that I learned the most and found the greatest value. However, the classroom portion I found comparatively somewhat lacking, as the professorial style was fairly dry. (NUS1)
1. I met some lovely people and got to visit Costa Rica for free, which was wonderful, but the course content wasn't great. (UCB2)
1. It was not well-organized in terms of content, logistics, and administration. A lot more could have been done to enhance the experience of everyone. The lodging could have been better arranged (rooms booked in advance, all students to be given the same type of rooms), the instructors could have been more clear in outlining the objectives of the course, the students given more leeway in curating the exhibition. The course succeeded by being very exploratory but it is not successful in empowering students, in the end, the creative works of students were limited by higher authority and submitted to much censorship. What started out as a liberating experience turned out to be oppressive. (NUS2)
1. The course content was interesting but the organizational aspects and academic support from the host university was extremely poor. (PKU2)

1. I LOVED IT!!!!!    Not only was the content fantastically relevant and valuable to my degree, the lecturers were gold and the people who i met on the course were fantastic - so diverse, interesting, interested and friendly. I have made some very close friendships because of this course and will be infinitely thankful for participating in it.  (ANU1)
1. It was really an amazing, eye-opening experience and I'm so grateful to have been allowed the opportunity.  (TOK4)
1. Outstanding program! (TOK4)
1. I was at my home university (but I still loved it!) (NUS1)
1. An excellent experience! (NUS1)
1. It was a great experience. (NUS1)
1. I really, really enjoyed the course (YALE1)
1. Studying and living at one of the globally most prestigious universities, and interacting with awesome students and highly experienced professors are really satisfying. (OXF1)
1. I met a lot of delightful, intelligent, and promising students from several of the top international students in the world. The group dynamic allowed for interesting conversations and an easy community to be a part of. Getting lost after exiting the plane in a foreign City where I am unsure of my language skills, and finding my way has proven that I can do anything.     The content of the class I participated in directly related to my interests and helped further my understanding and respect for the subject.  (PKU1)
1. It was very interesting to learn about other academic areas and we were given to opportunity to do fieldwork, which would be rare in my own university, unless I went for special field school courses. (NUS2)
1. I really enjoyed the company of the friends I made during this program, and enjoyed the experience of being out there in the field, seeing and doing things that I would probably have not done otherwise. (NUS1)
1. It was not only beneficial academically, IARU GSP also allowed me the opportunity to meet students from other universities (including Todai students) and learn about their cultures as well. It has been one of the most enriching experiences in my life. (TOK4)
1. I like how classes were small with max 2 students from the same university. It helps in global interaction. (TOK1)
1. I learned a lot both from academic work here also from friends in this program (OXF1)
1. I've met people, learned new things, and accomplished things that I would otherwise not have the chance to do. (NUS2)
1. Meeting with guys from all over the world is so great. (ANU1)
1. International academic experience and the chance to network with other students from different disciplines. (COP3)
1. Because I could experience the life in a top university in the world and engage with splendid students. (YALE1)
1. Meeting new people has been one of the impressive things I experienced here. They are all so smart and talking with them always gives me new insights. (CAM1)
1. Proved to myself what I am capable of regarding working under pressure and writing a lot of papers in a short time (NUS1)
1. The GSP has been a life changing experience for me, opening my eyes to the complexities of the globe and the different livelihoods experienced by the various peoples of the world. It has also given me the confidence to push myself intellectually and question the often taken for granted assumptions of modern academia. (NUS1)
1. Personally and academically I gained a lot from the course (TOK3)
1. I really got to learn about the different perspectives, from the generic 'west vs east' dichotomy we usually have. I realized that the context matters a lot. (COP3)
1. The course offered me an valuable opportunity to expand the horizon's of my academic engagements (OXF1) 
1. This was the first time for me to study abroad. (CAM1)
1. It was great. I hope I can have another chance to study elsewhere. (NUS1)
1. It was an amazing experience educationally, as well as culturally. (TOK2)
1. I thoroughly enjoyed everything about the IARU GSP course I took and being in Japan. (TOK4)




As I reflect upon this experience, something that I am most proud of:

1. I am most proud of stepping out of my comfort zone and truly pushing myself to the limit to really experience everything and anything Japan and IARU GSP had to offer. It was amazing to have heartfelt conversations with the participants and Todai students as well as learn something new, unique to Japan. (TOK4)
1. That I came here, maybe. I am skipping half a semester for coming. (NUS1)
1. I am proud that I was able to deal with the challenge of intensive study and travel in a foreign environment all the while making new friends and relationships which I believe will last long after the course has finished. (NUS1)
1. In the course environment, I felt at home. The topics truly touched me and I was able to make an active contribution to them. (COP1)
1. Living on my own in a foreign country, completely independent from my family, friends, and things that I am very familiar with. (TOK2)
1. The contributions that I was able to make to my friends lives (and theirs to mine) (TOK4)
1. To be a Southeast Asian. (NUS1)
1. I became more active in group discussion in English.   (OXF1)
1. I tried my best in wring essay, and I got a huge progress in the end because my efforts. (OXF1)
1. Just seeing things through. (NUS1)
1. Just completing the course. Living in another country for one month. Getting to know a lot of interesting people from around the world. Learning a lot more about Kierkegaard. (COP1)
1. Being able to travel internationally for the first time alone, and being able to express my opinions honestly in a discussion. (TOK3)
1. Project work in the lab with Dr. Scott Maynard. This was a totally new and foreign experience for me, I have never formally studied biochemistry (of even chemistry!) nor molecular biology, and have never worked in a research lab. Learnt a lot. (CAM1)
1. The quality of the research and the interpretation of data gathered, despite my initial lack of familiarity with the area of study (NUS1)
1. Allowing a disadvantaged segment of the society to be better represented in the exhibition. (NUS2)
1. Being able to come up with an exhibition idea and sticking by it. (NUS2)
1. Completing the course in one piece and successfully putting up the exhibition! (NUS2)
1. That all those late nights and busy, long hours had paid off in a fantastic exhibition. (NUS2)
1. The fact that I got accepted onto this course and that during the course we produced such good quality work and delved deeply into complex issues. (ANU1)
1. Our group's tutorial is a great success!! (ANU1)
1. Exploring my own interests via the course content.. as well, I really am proud of my writing because I can see the improvements in style as the course progressed from one paper to the next (YALE1)
1. The improvement in my writing and analytical skills. (YALE1)
1. My achievement in final project (UCB1)
1. Coming to Japan even though many people view Japan as unsafe due to the instability of the Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant. (TOK3)
1. My understanding of Japan following the end of the course (TOK3)
1. I am proud of the unique experiences we had such as rice transplanting and meditation. Another good element was attending lectures by Professors overseas in Thailand. (NUS1)
1. I feel that we have created an open environment where everybody can participate and speak freely! (OXF1)
1. I am proud to have represented NUS in the program, being able to share more about Singapore and learn more about the culture in other countries in return. (YALE1)
1. Communicate with the best professor in the world (ETH1)
1. Learning and working with excellent people from different prestigious universities. (NUS2)
1. Very first time to study in a foreign country and a prestigious university. (COP3)
1. I am extremely proud to have engaged with topics that I initially had little knowledge of, formed opinions of these and produced work which I believe was of a high standard.  (OXF1)
1. Doing everything on offer to us - social events, lectures etc - it was all very busy, but worth it. (CAM1)
1. One thing I am proud of is trying as much Chinese food as possible. Before this trip I had not had much experience with Chinese food and was a little unsure at first, but I now enjoy wholly enjoy Chinese food. (PKU1)
1. To have participated in all activities during the fieldtrip and taken a book-full of notes (I only managed to reproduced 2 or 3 pages of my notes in my report). (NUS1)
1. Applying myself in both courses, and making significant head-way with my Japanese language studies. (TOK1)
1. Gaining new insights about a lot of things, especially about Alzheimer's disease (this was my project topic). (COP3)
1. Better understanding of the aspect of aging from different perspective and successfully finishing the project and presentation in short time. Also, being able to interact with students from other areas. (COP3)
1. The high academic standards and quality of the courses delivered at my home university. (PKU2)
1. I could stand in a relatively broad view to understand different cultures, to communicate with classmates with different background and became good friends. (YALE1)
1. I'm proud of my ability to build rapport with the other participants in spite of a significant age difference. However, I also credit the fact that the other participants possess such a high caliber of maturity, intellect and social adeptness.  (CAM1)
1. To make friends in other leading universities. (CAM1)
1. Making close friends. The emotional connection within one month wasn't something I thought we could achieve within a short time. Yet we did it! (PKU1)
1. That I worked hard and got through the course with a better grade than expected and at the same time managed to get some wonderful friend whom I will hopefully all meet again! (NUS1)
1. To be able to share my experience from Singapore/Asian context with the rest of the course mates. (COP3)
1. That the class came together enthusiastically to put up the exhibition despite differences and opinions. (NUS2)
1. I am most proud of my ability to connect with people from so many different backgrounds because in Singapore, people do not interact as much with one another. (UCB2)
1. Meeting good friends from all over the world. (TOK1)
1. Getting to know many people from all over the world and to fully immerse myself in the experience (NUS1)
1. Completing the course successfully and getting amazing new friends (NUS1)
1. Being able to work with a great team of people. (NUS2)
1. Get in touch with the research that is totally new to me and learn some fresh knowledge and skills here. What’s more, I have a very nice experience of team work. (COP3)
1. I am most proud of the strong friendships I was able to make during the summer school. (PKU2)
1. Having met students from other parts of the world, and having told them about my home town (Copenhagen). (COP1)
1. I've made friends with a lot of superior students from all over the world and I've gained an unforgettable experience on both academy and non-academy. (ANU1)
1. I made so many friends from all over the world during this pretty short period of time. (CAM1)
1. I am proud of being able to be to integrate well with the rest. (CAM1)
1. Having meaningful discussions with international students and forming good friendship with them. (COP3)
1. The friendships I made. (PKU1)
1. Meeting new people (professors and students) and picking their minds on a variety of fields and subjects (OXF1)
1. Making friends from the IARU universities. (PKU1)
1. Making friends and really hanging out with them even after the course ended. (TOK3)
1. I have had the chance to tell the world what Singapore is about. (COP3)
1. Successfully concluding the two major courses I registered in and still having had enough time to enjoy Beijing city and nightlife (PKU1)
1. That I was able to finish all assignments on time (YALE1)
1. Writing all of my essays by due time (CAM1)
1. Managing to complete both papers, as opposed to many of the other students whom the lecturers gave the option to only submit one. (UCB2)
1. That I managed to complete the assignments and had time to spend with my foreign friends. (NUS1)
1. The teachers, their reading material, the field trip, the fellow students and the work done besides the intensity, stress, pressure, heat and health conditions. (NUS1)
1. Having written an essay in 5 hours, and punting. (CAM1)
1. That I managed to find a balance between work and play. I am also proud that I am now a much more knowledgeable person when it comes to the international economy. (YALE1)



As I reflect upon this experience, something that I found particularly challenging:
Flagged comments:
· The cleaning service at our dorm was indeed terrible, so was the hygiene, the toilet was not cleaned properly and there were no toilet papers most of time. After coming back from fieldtrip I found my room door unlock because the cleaner did not lock the door. According to cleaning notice the room was cleaned at July 9th 2011 and we returned July 18th 2011. (NUS1)
· To maintain good health because of the intensity of the course and field trip.     The fact that many did not speak English well in Singapore. The residence without A/C and the residence location in relation to the city. (NUS1)
· My school generously provided a $3000 scholarship for this, but financing the rest of it was challenging and there were a couple of points at which my limited funds were worrisome. Some of the other participants had received full funding from their schools. Others had received less than I had. It would be wonderful to participate in a program like this without the shadow of financial concern. (CAM1)
· The air pollution and the lack of student support services such as access to library, computer and printing services. (PKU2)
· Getting around in Tokyo alone on the day of my arrival. I had never traveled alone to a foreign country before and the thing that I was most scared about was not being able to find my way around and get to my destination. (TOK2)

· Trying to push for the voice of the disadvantaged in society to be heard was particularly difficult. (NUS2)
· Dealing with opinions that are vastly different from mine. It was shocking and I need to hold back initial disdain for their "idealistic" opinions. Then slowly I begin to learn that hey, this is what it means to have a difference in opinion. (TOK3)
· I am quite shy. In discussions, I tend to listen more than contribute. This time around at GSP, I participated in discussions but I still feel I could have contributed more.    I also could have made more of an effort to reach out to the non-GSP students at the university. (TOK3)
· Doing some things totally out of my comfort zone, like talking to complete strangers about their lives. (NUS2)
· As a general remark, perhaps, philosophy in general and Kierkegaard’s work in particular do a lot to undermine one's personal motivation. (COP1)
· Saying no to new experiences when it clashes with my principles. (PKU1)
· Breaking out of my usual perspective on things. (COP3)
· Using concepts employed in social sciences, as it is not my area of study. (COP3)
· Learning a new field of study. Although very enjoyable, still very challenging. (COP1)
· Having never studied philosophy it was challenging being thrown into it, however it was well worth it. (PKU1)
· It is quite a challenge to write review papers and do problem sets every week, on top of readings. This definitely taught me the importance of time management. (YALE1)
· Fieldwork in such a short time was particularly challenging. I was constantly worried if our perspective was horribly skewed due to our little time. (NUS2) 
· Writing essay in s short time is really challenging me but I also learn a lot from this process (OXF1)
· The assignments given were too much in a short span of time which disallowed the students to socialize and get to know one another better before the overseas trip. (NUS1)
· Finish a project and the related essay and presentation within a week! (COP3)
· Really intensive daily arrangements. Just hope there are more time for cultural exploring. (NUS2)
· I found particularly challenging keeping up with the various readings that we were required to read before every lecture while, at the same time, write essays and complete assignments. (NUS1)
· Balance social time, writing papers, readings and class preparation. (YALE1)
· Adapting to the very large volume of reading and writing in such a short period of time (YALE1)
· Conducting research in very limited time (YALE1)
· The course was very demanding in terms of the multitude of its assignments (YALE1)
· Adapting to the very large volume of reading and writing in such a short period of time (YALE1)
· I think the papers are a little bit too much for me. But it is reasonable because the target students are senior students and post-graduate student. And I am a sophomore and need more of this kind of exercise. (CAM1)
· The homework the professor assigned us was challenging. (YALE1)
· Conducting research in very limited time (YALE1)
· The supervisions are the most challenging. The supervisor was always encouraging and I was always impressed how wide range of knowledge he had. Discussions with him and the other students were really interesting. (CAM1)
· Balance between writing essay and having fun in summer school. Sometimes the weather was so nice I almost felt guilty for staying in the library to do my essay. (CAM1)
· The overlap with the start of a new semester back at my home institution. Keeping up with the work load of both the GSP and my other courses was particularly challenging. (YALE1)
· Keeping to the deadlines amidst the great time pressure. (NUS1)
· It is impossible to finish the fieldtrip report in 2 days! I was totally dissatisfied with my rushed work. (NUS1)
· Having to do rapid research for a paper due in two days without any prior knowledge. (OXF1)
· To do study in multidisciplinary approach. (COP3)
· Some of the lecturers talked about their research activities and I have to pick up foreign concepts quickly to appreciate their work. (TOK2)
· To assimilate in a very short period of time anthropological theories that were completely unrelated to my subject of study (NUS1)
· The material... in that it is so challenging to try and 'fix' the world and it can, at times, be overwhelming (ANU1)
· That I did not have adequate time to think about and explore the readings we were given. Also, I think a background into anthropology would have been helpful for me at least! (NUS1)
· Having to keep up with readings and assignments daily. (NUS1)
· Learning and writing in another discipline (i.e. anthropology as a history major) (NUS1)
· The lectures in nanotechnology (e.g. transistors, spintronics) were challenging as the fields are fairly new to me. (TOK2)
· Biological aging such as DNA repair. (COP3)
· Some content of the course (ETH1)
· Making sense of fieldwork and field notes. (NUS1)
· Writing an paper in English (I am not a native speaker), socializing with the other students (COP1)
· Managing to write the assignments while prepare for classes. It often failed. (NUS1) 
· 1. Returning home.     2. Properly absorbing all of the lecture material. After returning home I have looked over my notes and lecture handouts, I notice there are some presentations I do not recall!   (COP3)
· Trying to read certain academic papers written for the academics and trying to juggle work and play. (YALE1)
· The assignments. I felt motivated to perform well but the time frame of 2 weeks was too short for me to do an adequate in-depth work that I would be more proud of. (COP3)
· Curating an exhibition and fighting for my group's works to be represented and presented as we wished it to be so. (NUS2)
· Asking questions in class, there was so much to discuss that time went so fast. (COP1)
· I found it challenging to obtain food due to my dietary restrictions (halal food). However the campus made it easier with a halal labeled cafeteria and Japanese people have been nothing less than helpful in picking out food for me, which I am truly grateful (TOK4)
· Learning the Japanese language. (TOK1)
· Communicating in English was hard first, still a bit of a challenge, or effort. (NUS1)
· Discussing in English. (OXF1)
· Writing essays and taking supervision classes every week (CAM1)
· To write English essay on a field which is far from my major and interests. (CAM1)
· The language. The true test of China was one of language. I have been studying Mandarin Chinese for three years now and being able apply what I have studied in the classroom to the real-life situations was the perfect opportunity before I continue my advanced studies of Chinese. (PKU1)
· I found the language particularly challenging - living in Beijing forced me to use Chinese more often and to learn many new words quickly.  (PKU2)
· Working across very different cultures and standards. (COP3)
· communicating with Taxi drivers (PKU1)
· Really intensive discussions with native speakers. (OXF1)
· It was difficult to coordinate with other people, especially Moslem students because Ramadan started critical moment to prepare for final presentation. (UCB1)
· To be able to have interaction with almost anybody and establish friendship and connections within a short period of stay here in Costa Rica. (UCB2)
· Finding common ground between the 10 very different people in the class (TOK3)
· 1. to read all the paper and understand them very fast and efficiently;    2. to communicate with all the classmates very frankly (YALE1)  
· I found particularly challenging adopting to the weather of Beijing. The city is having an extremely bad problem with air pollution which makes any exercise outdoors impossible. Sightseeing was also affected. (PKU1)
· Working with different kinds of people and doing something I've never done before. (NUS2)
· Working together with peoples from different background (NUS2)
· Having to leave at the end. (TOK4)



As I reflect upon this experience, something I wish I had known:
Flagged comment:
· I wish I had known clearer how the whole structure of plenary lecture is, and that the planning is not fixed. I could've saved much time by not planning before hand, as usually the decision to go to which lecture was made in the same morning during breakfast, making the laborious planning beforehand, a futile attempt. Moreover, I wish I had more explanation about the matter covered in each lecture, so as to aid an informed choice. There were instances when I made the choice simply through the title, but the lecture turned out to be something really different, and often I felt a tinge of regret on this matter. (CAM1)
· I would have liked to know beforehand that we were required to find a lot of the reading materials on our own. I have spent quite some time finding the right things to read, and the library system has been rather frustrating. Maybe if I in advanced had known I would have brought more material from home.  (OXF1)
· I thought IARU students could only take "Chinese Politics" or "Comparative Philosophy", but other summer schools were open to us too. (PKU2)
· That there would be a lack of Peacebuilding case studies in the course content (UCB2)
· I wish I had received the course reading lists in advance so I could prepare for the courses adequately, as it was a very intensive course for a short 4 weeks. (PKU2)
· The curriculum should have been given to us earlier.  (NUS1)

· I wish I had known exactly what the course objectives were. (NUS2)
· Indeed, there is no information I wish I had known, the program mirrored my expectations, and was indeed offering me more than I expected.  (PKU2)
· The intensiveness of essays and discussions, as I mentioned. (OXF1)
· That it is a very intensive class. (YALE1)
· The intensity of the course, and the expectations with regard to assessments. I felt slightly unprepared. (YALE1)
· That the course wasn't as intensive as it would be! Then I didn't have to bring my heavy laptop around : ) (TOK3)
· More about the countries where my foreign classmates came from. (NUS1)
· That I would not have many opportunities interacting with local students. (PKU1)
· Maybe would have been better to introduce class participants to each other on the first day rather than Thursday. (COP3)
· There is no supervision group about science topic. (CAM1)
· I wish I had known more friends and students in Yale. (YALE1)
· More about Japan's pre-modern history. (TOK1)
· Academic background on everything. I didn't have enough time to build it up in such a small time. (NUS1)
· I wish I had known more of the basic terminology regarding transistors and spintronics prior to the lecture. (TOK2)
· The challenges and associated consequences to successful aging. (COP3)
· I wish I had had a better understanding of concepts used in sociology/epidemiology. (COP3)
· That there was a strong emphasis on finance/ macroeconomic oriented course (YALE1)
· I wish I had taken more Japanese culture/history/politics courses at my home university before taking this course so I would have had a better background in Japan. (TOK3)
· More about the Japanese economy's role in the world society (TOK3)
· I wish I had learnt more professional knowledge about the topic before. (OXF1)
· Background knowledge about seminar topics (OXF1)
· Knowledge about population ageing, the different way of doing research. (COP3)
· I wish I had known that the main approach to the course is anthropological. I seem to have completely missed this key aspect and not know it before I arrive. (NUS1)
· Keep myself updated with the current affairs around the world. (NUS2)
· Skills of editing brochures, pictures and videos. (NUS2)
· I wish I had known the schedules of classes and the amount of assignments that were required of me. (NUS1)
· Clearer ideas of different style of work - marking systems are quite different and what markers are looking for is also different. I have found not doing as well in my class - relatively - challenging. (OXF1)
· The course schedule (ETH1)
· That there would be problem sets! (YALE1)
· I wanted to read the material before the course started (UCB2)
· I wish the reading material was sent out to us a couple of weeks prior to the start of the course. This way, I think one would have had enough time to read it through thoroughly at his/her own pace. I feel like there was not enough time for that (especially if one has a part time job and for foreign students they also wanted to go out and experience the city of CPH). (COP1)
· Perhaps more about the course deliverables beforehand? (NUS2)
· The detail arrangement of the course before we apply. (NUS2)
· That we had a required reading list prior to course commencement. (PKU2)
· 1) I didn't have to worry too much about the bureaucratic - we received a lot of help from the TA.     
· The price of food on campus being very much cheaper than the price of food off campus. (TOK4)
· That finding Building #2 at the Hongo Campus is more difficult than I thought. (TOK4)
· The syllable and readings for both classes in advance.    The accommodation details.    Facts about the place of study.    The check-in guide, information and welcome at Prince George Park Residence. (NUS1)
· Better accommodation information (NUS1)
· What to pack for the country I was studying in. And more information about the services available e.g. no wif-fi. (COP3)
· That summer in New Haven is HOT. No need to bring so many clothes. ;-) (YALE1)
· The weather was going to be so bad. Rain (Beijing rain at that) in August took me by surprise. (PKU1)
· Nothing. Half the fun of the trip was about making unknown discoveries and having surprises at every turn. (TOK4)
· How much would be expected of me, from my peers as well as teachers. (NUS1)
· I wish I had more time here. (CAM1)
· It is a lot harder managing time when you are in a different country with so many things to see! (PKU1)
· A little more on how the West operates in terms of its mentality and its philosophy. (OXF1)
· I wished that I had known that summer in Copenhagen is comparatively quite cold, and I had not packed sufficient warmer clothes. (COP3)
· Chinese language (PKU1)
· More about Danish way of life and culture. (COP3)
· That it would have been so amazing. (NUS1)
· How quickly it would end! :( (ANU1)

If I could improve ONE thing about GSP, it would be:
[if possible, please also provide ideas for how to make this improvement]

Flagged Comments:
· Ensure that there is enough advertisement for the various GSP courses, especially the newer ones as students would naturally gravitate to traditional favorites such as Yale and Cambridge. GSP could also disburse grants to those in financial difficulty so that those who cannot afford to can still participate. (UCB2)
· The course "Japan in Today's World" was extremely well taught, with smart and interesting participants, and plenty of opportunity to discuss the important issues. However, there was only one University of Tokyo student taking part, and I would have really appreciated the chance to discuss Japan's situation with more students my age. I think there were 5 UT students enrolled, however because of exams only 1 attended. The courses need to make sure they are not clashing with the study commitments of the host university students, particularly in a course such as "Japan in Today's World" which could have greatly benefited from more Japanese perspectives. (TOK1)
· It would have been convenient if the tuition and accommodation fees could have been paid by check or credit card, instead of cash only.  But, it was nice that we were allowed to wait to pay until we were positive we would be attending and arrived there. (TOK4)
· Better IARU oversight could ensure that all participating universities ascribe to a certain level of competency. This is not a comment directed at students from IARU member universities, but rather at the university administrations. For instance, dealing with the administration of the National University of Singapore before the summer session began was one of the most frustrating experiences of my life. Their level of disorganization had a souring effect on the experience before the trip began. I found myself faced with dozens of emails immediately followed by retractions and then an astounding level of apathy with regard to my questions. Even after the trip is paid, I am still faced with troubles paying for the program. I would strenuously suggest that IARU work with the National University to improve their administrative capabilities in the near future. At this point in time, despite some amazing experiences during the trip, dealing with the National University on either end has been such a trying experience that I will not be recommending the program to any Yale students. (NUS1)
· The group experience and room for debate. I urge the organizing committee to under every circumstance put the GSP students in the same residential college and in the same staircase if not floor or suite. The closer the better. This allows for a much more intense mutual learning and will stir debates around the core subject of the course and on a broader range of issues. This should be the spirit of the GSP experience. (YALE1)
· Hope classmates from the same program, I mean all the students from IARU can live in the same dorm, but not like some of us stayed in Pierson, and some of us stayed in the other one. I know it is difficult to arrange the accommodation and it is not too far between the two dormitory, however, still, I felt a bit sorry that we couldn't play with some of the classmates living in the other dorm, thus we had few chance actually knowing, talking with each other. (YALE1)


· The cost could be lowered. (TOK1)
· Make it more affordable.(Finding sponsors for the program) (NUS2)
· I think other universities should adopt ANU's policy of providing full or partial funding for the trip, which would potentially open the course up to a wider range of students. (CAM1)
· Can it be cheaper? More excursions? (CAM1)
· Lowering the cost and more communications between all the participants from all over the world before the trip. (CAM1)
· Advertisement (UCB2)
· Improved information and communication (UCB2)
· Getting more students in the program (NUS1)
· Better publicity (NUS1)
· I think the GSP should be more publicized within Australia as it is such a wonderful opportunity that so many students would benefit from! (NUS1)
· I would publicize it more widely within Oxford, perhaps with emails targeting students of certain faculties/reading subjects related to the courses offered. (PKU2)
· To better the communications between the instructors and the students and also laying down exact expectations from the beginning to prevent grief later on in the course. (NUS2)
· I don't have any complaints. I loved every minute of it. I will never forget this experience (ANU1)
· Should not limit it to students of IARU institutions. (NUS1)
· Adding more other universities in non-native English speaking countries to IARU. (CAM1)
· Better description of the course, what material it will cover, that there'll be a volunteer work component, and what volunteer work opportunities will be available. (UCB2)
· Provide more details about study before our departure from our own country so we can make better preparation.  (OXF1)
· Too much assignments and readings in only 5weeks (NUS1)
· The class structure and content. And also, the allocation of the projects. (COP3)
· Cut down on the workload (YALE1)
· International students from all over the world (UCB2)
· More opportunity to engage in interactive learning (such as through discussions, workshops, field trips etc.). Although the course was interesting, most of it was lecture-based. I would have liked more of an opportunity to learn from other students and make contributions from my understandings. (TOK4)
· There should have been a sightseeing tour the first day of school so everyone has a chance to see the city and do some team building before school starts. (NUS1)
· Increase interaction with local students. (PKU1)
· The discussions we had sometimes became questions-and-answers session and we had little time to talk about the topic with each other. It would be better that we had more time to exchange our own opinions. (CAM1)
· Extend the IARU GSP alumni network with country meetings, other programs (ANU1)
· More group activities in the first week and first few days. This is the hardest time when you really need support. (PKU1)
· More contact between study groups at PKU - the IARU students mostly had contact within the rather small IARU group. I would have wished more contact with other study groups at PKU - such as the groups from NYU, etc. (PKU1)
· Perhaps this course could have slightly less econometrics/quantitative focus - a lot of my classmates and I felt that a greater background in econometrics/specifically in intl trade would have been needed to appreciate some of the quant analysis.     Further, felt that the course should have been worked around an earlier term paper deadline - perhaps on the Thursday of the last week of the course- just so we could have one day to unwind with the other participants after!            Other than this major idea for GSP are the alumni events as mentioned above! These could take place in every IARU university, perhaps annually... (YALE1)
· Greater variation in the delivery of the course. More opportunities for discussion and debate among peers would also be beneficial. (YALE1)
· Interaction between applicants before we arrive at the host university. (PKU2)
· To includes discussion sessions and other forms of class dynamics (e.g., debates, negotiations, etc). (CAM1)
· More interaction with students on campus! I wanted to meet more of the Todai student body. I guess this year, fewer Todai students were interested in the course, which explains why fewer of them took the course.  (TOK3)
· Tell us the participants beforehand. Maybe we could possibly get to know the people we will be studying with before actually meeting them in person in a foreign country and having to get to know them completely there. It would allow more time for building deeper relationships. (TOK3)
· Allowing students to run the exhibition fully on their own such that every student may have a voice as to what the exhibition should be like. This can be done by allowing minimal participation from museum curators and even instructors. Museum curators tend to have a pre-conceived idea of what an exhibition should be like, thus they are not able to provide fresh insights to curating most of the time. (NUS2)
· The history, politics and society strand has been a very disappointing experience. Compared to the other part of the course this stands out as being really bad. I had chosen the globalization course and I have learned very little from the class and the teacher. (OXF1)
· I think the GSP nanoscience course is already very good, but I realize that speaking at a level appropriate for undergraduates from all backgrounds during lectures is very difficult. Perhaps the lecturers could present us with a page of basic material before class, allowing students not in that particular field to become more familiar with basic terms. (TOK2)
· The field trip - give students at least one free day after every country visited to be able to better understand and analyze the data gathered, before moving on to study different cultures (NUS1)
· Make the class a little bit more structured. I understand the key to a liberal arts education is the "free thinking" and overall "unstructured" class, but I would have liked to have had some structured lecture then discussion, as opposed to the whole class being discussion. Sometimes I felt like I had no idea what the professor wanted me to say in a discussion, so I was left feeling relatively stupid because I seemed to never say the correct thing. (YALE1)
· To improve science lectures because GSP inclines to humanity course. (CAM1)
· Provide some forum for harnessing the power of the collective intellect and creativity of the group in order to address the pressing challenges of the 21st Century. Using the amazing breadth of information that we have considered during the course, it would seem that such a highly capable group could evolve into a sort of think tank. Perhaps this could be done virtually after the program ends, but could be initiated within the period of the program. Some or all of the participants might formulate a plan for addressing some pressing issue, and the IARU could provide some means by which they could be connected with potential funding and/or further collaboration with professors at the universities who might help move this forward. This would turn the 4-week program into a starting point for on-going work. (CAM1)
· 1. would have been great if we could participate in more practical projects (I know there were time and resource limitations that prevented this - and I do not think it would be possible to work on more projects in the two week window).    2. see comments above regarding economic and policy implications.    3. would have been good to have something on psychology of ageing (cognitive ageing, mental health etc...) as well as lecture on use of, and insights provided by,  longitudinal population based studies. e.g. The importance of investigating intra-individual age changes rather than inter-individual age differences, increased population heterogeneity with age.  (COP3)
· Recommended readings (more readings in general), more about Japan's economy, more about the consequences of the nuclear power plant accident and about Japan's nuclear history, focus on either graduates OR undergraduates instead of both (TOK3)
· To get the curriculum earlier. This would make it possible to read at least some of the texts in advance. (NUS1)
· Arrange more lectures for the NUS course. we only have 2 lectures and I hope there will be more academic activities rather than doing exhibition. (NUS1)
· Get feedback of essay before tutorial (OXF1)
· I would have appreciated greater scrutiny from the academics involved so that the vulnerabilities of my ideas might have been more exposed and, subsequently, I could have addressed these. (OXF1)
· Diversify methods of conducting a class (not just papers) (YALE1)
· Time given for assignments is too short. I feel that it is biased towards the smart and the quick. Slow, contemplative writers like me are disadvantaged. I'd rather we have some lectures moved to after the fieldtrip, and we are given longer time to do the report, like at least 4 days. I would be willing to attend classes while working on my report, they would serve as a break to clear my mind before revisiting the report it might be better than constantly working on it for two solid days with barely enough sleep. (NUS1)
· My final presentation...I had to check the time I have. (UCB1)
· More time please for the assignments? Two weeks is really too short. (COP3)
· Workload could be lightened a little (YALE1)
· To extend the length of the program. Two weeks and only about six days of class is not enough to get thoroughly engaged in learning about nanoscience and biotechnology. I was exposed to random topics in nanoscience, but they were also difficult to grasp without knowing the basics thoroughly. (TOK2)
· Longer GSP to allow more time for knowledge transfer. (TOK2)
· More time in the summer program to be able to fully delve into the research topics, maybe another extra week.    Have the participants from all around the world get in touch with each other before the actual program itself to better facilitate it. (NUS2)
· I would increase the duration of the fieldtrip and have the assignments be more project based. (NUS1)
· Make it maybe a longer course? (NUS1)
· Make the course a little bit longer. One of the best things about GSP is the opportunity to meet new people from around the world. Since the course was only three weeks long, by the time we had really gotten to know each other it was almost time to leave. An extra week would therefore be good, and would ensure the connections made are not lost in the future (ANU1)
· The material was so engaging that we required more time for discussions. More class meetings would do nicely, and adding a whole extra week would be wonderful in my opinion. (COP1)
· The time for project study is a bit limited. (COP3)
· More time spent for doing the project. A few days more allocated to the program. (COP3)
· Make the course longer, possibly a week or so, so at least students would be able to absorb more of the culture of the host university and its geography. (OXF1)
· For my program especially, I wished the duration would be longer instead of just 10 days so that I can actually have deeper interactions with those that were involved.  (TOK3)
· Let and fund the Singaporeans to stay in the PGP. It would be a lot more fun. (NUS1)
· Student's should have the possibility to choose their own accommodation, so those who can afford a room with air-condition and own bath and toilet, have the possibility to do that. (NUS1)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Better accommodation for the foreign students; many of them found their stay in Prince George's Park extremely uncomfortable. (NUS1)
· 1) Better class room, larger perhaps.         2) Power Points of visuals during the course. The ready material can be heavy at times, so it would be nice to use other means of course teaching. Even though the external guest lecturers were great too.        3) Access to printers and PC rooms (COP1)
· More information of location, public transportation and accommodation should be provided for foreign students. For example, indications could be showed around campus and student dormitory when students arrived at the GSP university in the beginning. (COP3)
· It felt a bit disorganized at times, and there was also a lack of freedom at times too. (NUS2)
· Reconsider the program, transportation, time schedule and sleep over solutions for the field trip. Is it possible to do it in that time give, are the sleep over too expensive compared to the time spend there, is the transportation appropriate for the field trip. Is the program me to heavy and do things in right order.    The accommodation in Singapore.  (NUS1)
· Pre-departure orientation was the only aspect I felt was lacking. My experience with pre-departure orientation left me with almost a bewildered understanding of what the program was going to be like. A better presentation of each school-specific program utilizing previous students and/or a better presentation of the city and how to best get along within it. (PKU1)
· Provide more information about the city! (PKU1)
· That the host university send out information that is timely and accurate. The host university provided misleading information about accommodation, airport pick up and group activities. Emails were usually sent on the day of the event and not received in time. (PKU1)
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