E. Course Quality and Rigor
This GSP course was intensive:

	
	2011 (Q1)
	2010 (Q13)
	2009 (Q21)

	Strongly Agree
	34.9%
	51
	34.7%
	41
	29.7%
	27

	Agree
	53.4%
	78
	39.9%
	47
	51.6%
	47

	
	88.3%
	
	74.6%
	
	81.3%
	

	Neutral
	8.9%
	13
	14.4%
	17
	11.0%
	10

	Disagree
	2.1%
	3
	7.6%
	9
	5.5%
	5

	Strongly Disagree
	0.0%
	0
	3.4%
	4
	2.2%
	2

	Did not indicate
	0.7%
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	 100%
	146
	100%
	118
	100%
	91




						(2011)
The instructor(s) of the course was very good:

	
	2011 (Q3)

	Strongly Agree
	49.3%
	72

	Agree
	41.1%
	60

	
	90.4%
	

	Neutral
	6.8%
	10

	Disagree
	0.7%
	1

	Strongly Disagree
	0.7%
	1

	Did not indicate
	1.4%
	2

	TOTAL
	 100%
	146




						(2011)
 I gained a better understanding of the issues addressed in my course than I would otherwise have, had it not been for GSP:

	
	2011 (Q7)

	Strongly Agree
	54.8%
	80

	Agree
	34.2%
	50

	
	89.0%
	

	Neutral
	8.2%
	12

	Disagree
	1.4%
	2

	Strongly Disagree
	0.0%
	0

	Did not indicate
	1.4%
	2

	TOTAL
	100%
	146




									(2011)


Comments on course rigor and sustaining a level of interest:

· The course covered a range of topics that had depth and even though it was intensive, it was taught at a good pace. (TOK4)
· Intensive but rewarding. (CAM1)
· It was more work than I anticipated but investing time in the course ensured I got a lot out of it. (PKU1)
· It was tougher than I had expected - but also more fun! (NUS1)
· This course was indeed intensive; there was a lot of content compressed into weeks. However, this was expected and clearly explained up front in the course description and during the application process. I did not find the course program to be overwhelming - though there were times when I could have contributed further to discussion but felt too tired to do so properly. (COP3)
· It has been a really intensive program so far with many essays and a lot to read. However, I see this a positive thing and I have learned a lot from the experience. (OXF1)
· There was a lot of work to do, although much of it wasn't too challenging. However, I think the intensity of the course was gauged well to keep people busy all the time but allow some time for us to explore the city and get to know each other. If the work were to be made more challenging in future, the quantity would have to be reduced to ensure the course is still enjoyable! (ANU1)
· The first week was quite relaxed and it got subsequently busier. (NUS2)
· I find it intensive partly because I read art history in university and did not expect the course to cover so much of anthropology which I am utterly unfamiliar with. (NUS1)
· Most of the lectures were fairly general. The classes were interesting, but not very intensive. Also, there were no homework assignments besides a presentation for the last class and a final report. (TOK4)
· The GSP was more intensive and with less people than an average lecture or course, so I felt my learning curve was much steeper (YALE1)
· Workload was intensive but challenging at the same time (OXF1)

Comments on course materials and content:

· In Japan, we do not have to write so many words reports in that short term, or to attend any discussions. The studying environment was completely different. Since I am a little bit used to this style of classes (in my case, Oxford) from the experience of studying at New Zealand for a year, I could guess how tough it would be before joining the program; but if other students do not know the style, it would be too culturally shocking to get through the program to their satisfaction. So I hope if you can mention the intensiveness of essays and discussions beforehand. (OXF1)
· It was covering a variety of topics at one time. But I like how multi-disciplinary it was. (TOK2)
· The multi-disciplinary aspect is definitely a draw for future participants. (TOK1)
· The course covers an introduction to most aspects of ageing.  (COP3)
· Most of the material was at a level just above what I had been previously exposed to, so it was a perfect challenge for me to take a step further into the more intensive material. (TOK2)
· The range of topics covered was quite wide, and proved to be challenging especially for topics out of my specialization. (TOK2)
· Course content was delivered as per the course outline. Extensive reading list provided on the first day of class that assisted with understanding the course. (PKU2)
· I found it to be quite balanced. (COP1)
· Strong focus on reading of scientific papers. Just about enough time to squeeze in one or two weekend trips. (YALE1)
· Depending on previous knowledge of the participants, the intensity of the course has differed. In my case, as an environmental scientist, I had a lot of knowledge of the subject already. (ANU1)
· The amount of readings expected to be completed for each day's lecture was rather intensive however if skimmed they certainly provided the detailed knowledge needed to gain maximum insight and knowledge from the course. (NUS1)
· The workload was indeed quite intensive, though all assignments were marked fairly generously. (OXF1) 
· I hope we can get the reading materials much earlier, not just giving those to us only a day before. thus we can have more time to prepare (ANU1)
· There were readings for every lecture and a different topic to embark on every week. However, due to the intensity of this course, it was not possible to fully absorb or retain the knowledge. (YALE1)
· I had already covered much of the material in this course in my home university, but some material was new. (UCB2)
· A lot of the material was complicated and detailed and it was a little difficult to understand without having a thorough comprehension of the basics before engaging in this new material. (TOK2)
· Some of the courses need have provided a more general overview before getting into the subject. (COP3)
· There wasn't much overlap between my usual coursework and that covered in the GSP (OXF1)
· I understood what was required prior to class. Students in the nanoscience course come from very varying backgrounds though (e.g. medicine, engineering), and may benefit from a page of basic introductory reading. (TOK2)
· It would have been better to receive the reading list before the course commenced, as the intensity of the program provided little time for reading on our own hours. (NUS2) 
· If there is a reading list before each class, it would be much better (OXF1)
· I think it was better to post some necessary articles for the course. (ANU1)
· The precise readings could have been described more in detail: I could only download the additional reading material as the course readings were put on the Yale classes server only as the program started. (YALE1)
· I think it would be better if the professor can email some preview materials to us. (ANU1)
· I would have been happier if I had been given some more information about the program (for example the topic of discussion) so that we could have prepared more. (CAM1)
· The course information should have arrived earlier, so that we could prepare for the class in time. Also, I would have appreciated to have some mandatory readings before class so that there is something that you can discuss with the other students and gives you some preparation for the course. (ANU1)
· I wasn't aware one should have read certain texts beforehand
· I would have liked to have been able to do some preparatory reading in advance before the seminars on the different topics. (OXF1)

Comments on gaining new perspectives

· Definitely. (NUS2)
· Yes, from different aspects.  (COP3)
· Considering it was only 1 month program, the content was quite satisfying. (PKU2)
· Far more in depth and valuable first-hand knowledge from the real world. Unbelievably invaluable experience (ANU1)
· Good insight into different aspects of aging. (COP3)
· I gained new perspectives for my area of study in Australia which I would not have had otherwise.  (PKU1)
· I learnt so much from the GSP and it has even broaden my mind about the areas that I am interested in. (TOK4)
· I never touched English literature before, and it was a good opportunity. (CAM1)
· I study totally different things, so if I had not come here, I would not have had the chance to know about anthropology. (NUS1)
· I would say a different, rather than better, understanding. Fieldwork, ethnography, archaeology and museology are not things I get to think about as a history student (yet), so it was refreshing to approach SEA through these aspects. But because the course was so dense and at times quite specific, there was a trade-off for me, and by the end I hadn't formed as solid a foundation of SEA history as I would have liked to. Perhaps having that foundation before would have been advisable! (NUS1)
· I've learned about sustainability from engineering, architecture and building management point of view and it was really an eye-opener (TOK4)
· Learning how sustainable urban management is specifically applied in Japan was something I could not have gotten normally. The GSP allowed me to see a new and wider point of view. (TOK4)
· The broad interdisciplinary focus that covered a range of issues related to ageing (from social to biological level) certainly extended my knowledge of gerontological research and healthy ageing. Particularly in relation to biological ageing processes, which is one aspect of my training that I wanted to improve by attending the course. I also believe the discussions around 'morality' of healthy ageing, ageing stereotypes and historical-social-political analyses of ageing 'problems' really made to step back and think about the bigger picture of why we study ageing. In my experience, these topics are often neglected, or at best given only cursory treatment in most courses. (COP3)
· The lecture on the use of robotics in surgery was particularly related to my medical course, and would not have normally been addressed. (TOK2)
· This goes without saying! I came without any knowledge on the field and I have returned with a surprisingly big amount of knowledge on the subject.  (NUS1)
· We discussed many issue in class that I did not know of prior to the class. (Yale1)
· The topics covered obviously reflect the strengths of the Center’s main themes, however it would also have been good to have someone present on economic impacts and policy implications of the ageing population in both the developed and developing world - these were raised at various points in the course, but I don't recall a talk on these specifically. (COP3)

Comments on course structure

Flagged Comment:
· Only a few students, instructors and curators were given the opportunity to determine what the exhibition should be like. The rest of the students were not given the opportunity to contribute ideas. I believe that this course failed to live up to the principle of training students to tackle the major challenges of the 21st century as only a segment of the course population was given a voice. (NUS2)

· The course was structured in such a way that it was intensive but not overly stressful for the students. We were able to learn in a powerful way in short sections and then given the opportunity to immerse in the Japanese culture and process our learning at other times. I felt that the course structure was superb. (TOK4)
· The program was well organized and had sufficient breaks. (COP3)
· [The course structure] makes us pay much attention on our reading and writing. (OXF1)
· I felt that 3h of lectures followed by an hour of lab tours was an appropriate amount of teaching. The subsequent assignments were also helpful in expanding my understanding of Nanoscience. Some lecturers may appreciate more than 1.5h of time though as they seemed to have a lot to say. (TOK2)
· Time for conduct a project should be longer. (COP3)
· It was intensive and even sometimes difficult to find time to do assignments. (CAM1)
· I took two courses plus Chinese class. I dropped Chinese because 2+ language classes were too intensive for me. (PKU1)
· Lecturer was knowledgeable but presented the whole course in lecture style with limited opportunities for discussions. (PKU2)
· Course was delivered in lecture format with no tutorials or additional academic support. Although students were able to ask questions to the lecturer, there were no opportunities in class time for academic discussion between students. (PKU2)
· 3 to 1 tutorial session were extremely helpful (OXF1)
· The workload was pretty intensive as it was crammed into a few short weeks; perhaps it would be better to extend the program by a week (or even 3 to 5 days) to allow for more student interaction time out of the classroom. (NUS1)
· Given the amount of material, some more class sessions would have been nice. (COP1)
· We would want a bit more time to socialize and say goodbye to people (OXF1)
· Maybe the course should be extended a little more in the following years, as I found the time allocated for the project a little bit short. (COP3)
· I like the way the program was structured, in particular having lessons in a seminar style. It was good to have field trips to the United Nations and having guest speakers to lecture on relevant issues. (YALE1)
· The course was different in its format (lecture only) and assessment (one exam). I expected more academic discussion in class and assessment tasks (such as a research paper) than would demonstrate understanding of the course content beyond the required readings.  (PKU2)
· [I prefer] A lot more discussion and very much less essays to write. (TOK3)

Comments on assignments & assessment

· Assessment was intensive but the actually course content was not (UCB2)
· First assignment was due within the first four days of classes. There were at least two readings per day that had to be completed. (NUS1) 
· The quantity of assessments was too great in light of the time available to the course. (YALE1)
· Writing a total of 6000 words in the first 2 weeks, and then a 5000 word report is intensive, in my opinion. (NUS1)
· The workload was too heavy for a 5 weeks course. (YALE1) 
· Workload was really heavy. 3 2500 words review papers and a final 4500 word term paper for 5 weeks is too much. Notwithstanding the 3 problem sets that we have to spend considerable time doing as well as a gamut of readings. (YALE1)
· It is too intensive with the amount of workload given for 2 level 2000 modules. (NUS1) 
· 4 papers in 4 weeks did not allow much time for reflection on material (OXF1)
· I need more time to review. (YALE1)
· 4 weeks long is fine, but one essay of 2000 words a week is a little bit too much. I would prefer to take more time. (CAM1)
· There are too many assignments within a short period of time, especially in the fieldwork aspect where we are to research and work at the same time in places where internet is minimal. (UCB2)
· I think there were too many assignments and too little time to complete them. This was the case both before and after the fieldtrip. It was frustrating for people who wanted to really put in more effort and thought into the assignments as opposed to just aiming to pass them. (NUS1)
· This course was incredibly intensive involving a significant workload. While it is understandable that this course needs to compress a semester's worth of learning into a shortened amount of time, it tries to pack in too much. Each night's readings are roughly equal to a week's worth of readings for a typical Yale class. When one adds in essay assignments as well, it quickly becomes clear that it is too much to do in a 24 hour day. The course would do better to choose fewer texts and go into them in depth, rather than choose numerous ones, leaving students having to skip some or rapidly skim all. (YALE1)
· A lot of assignments were needed. Though Ian's lessons were great, preparing for the classes was so tough (ANU1)
· We spent many nights in the study room at PGP to catch up with the workload. It was the toughest academic challenge I have had for the past 4 years. (NUS1)
· The course could have been stronger if further independent research/reading was encouraged through ongoing assessments and research papers. Only one form of assessment was used, an exam on the last day of class worth 100 per cent.  (PKU2)
· It'll be better if there is no essay on the last week of the program. (CAM1)
· I felt that sometimes readings were assigned that were not relevant/we did not have time to discuss (which certainly didn’t help my learning as I skimmed through to get all the papers done in time for class) (YALE1)
· The reading and writing assignments were not so much that the students could not find time to explore and experience Beijing. There was a 1000-1200 word essay due every week; the prompts were precise and were related to material covered in class with the professor. (PKU1)
· It is not a requirement of my degree to complete coursework so cannot comment. However, I have attended workshops in the past that have been similar and I find the format of lecture-group project work to be a great way to learn methods and concepts in condensed period. (COP3)
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