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10.4  IARU Membership

Background
1. At the 2009 IARU Presidents’ Meeting, a decision was taken to keep membership of IARU status quo.  In 2010, when the future directions for IARU were discussed, the presidents acknowledged and agreed that it was the small and exclusive membership of IARU that enabled a sense of mutual trust to be developed. 

2. The agreement was that if IARU wished to expand its membership, universities from Africa, Latin America and India could be considered.  The following questions were raised.

· If IARU wishes to expand, what is/are the reason(s) for wanting to expand?
· If new members are to be invited, what is the basis for admitting new members?


Membership Enquiries Received

3. In 2011, the Secretariat received three requests for membership consideration from:

a. University of Toronto

The University of Toronto educates more students and makes more discoveries than any other university in Canada.  It is recognized as one of the foremost research-intensive universities in the world.  The size and complexity of the institution leads to greater opportunities for our students and faculty, but also to greater challenges than faced by many of our Canadian peers.  U of T can proudly claim international eminence in an impressive number of academic disciplines. At the same time, our size requires that we find creative ways to provide quality facilities and to ensure that every member of our community feels connected to campus life.

From the U of T 2011 Performance Indicator for Governance

b. Tehran University of Medical Sciences

TUMS is the first modern center for medical training in Iran, which was founded in 1851. It was a part of the Institute for Higher Education (Dar-ol- Fonoon). The School of Medicine was established as a part of the University of Tehran in 1934. After the Islamic Revolution, medical and associated departments were separated from the Ministry of Higher Education and incorporated in the Ministry of Health, Treatment and Medical Education.  Accordingly, since 1986, all the medical and associated schools of the University of Tehran have carried on their activities independently as Tehran University of Medical Sciences and Health Services. TUMS is one of Iran's top research universities, receiving an annual grant of over 1000 billion Rials from the government.

From TUM’s “About Us” Webpage


c. Seoul National University

Seoul National University honors the ideals of liberal education and aims to teach students a lifelong love of learning that will form the basis for continuous personal growth.  At the same time it is committed to preparing students to work and live in an increasingly competitive global environment. Graduates have long served as public servants in key positions of the Korean government.  In teaching, research, and public service, Seoul National University continues to set the standard of excellence.

The mission of Seoul National University in the twenty-first century is to create a vibrant intellectual community where students and scholars join together in building the future.  As Korea's leading research university, Seoul National University is committed to diversifying its student body and faculty, fostering global exchange, and promoting path-breaking research in all fields of knowledge.

From SNU’s “About Us” Webpage


Review

4. A review is due and IARU Presidents are requested to discuss whether to keep the membership status quo or to expand.  



Annex: University Key Facts at a Glance
	University
	President
	U/graduate / Graduates
	Faculty
	Rankings (THE/
ARWU)
	Key Networks

	University of Toronto (1827)
	David Peterson
	55,352 / 13,702
	10,391
	19th / 26th
	· Association of American Universities
· Association of Commonwealth Universities
· Association of Colleges and Universities of Canada
· Universities 15
· International Association of Universities
· Universities Research Association

	Tehran University of Medical Sciences (1851)
	Bagher Larijani
	11,000 / 1,943
	1,982
	N/A
	· Federation of the Universities of the Islamic World
· International Association of Universities

	Seoul National University (1946)
	Oh Yeon-cheon
	16,626 / 11,329
	5,551
	109 / 101 - 150
	· Association of East Asian Research Universities
· Association of Pacific Rim Universities
· BESETOHA (PKU, Todai, SNU, Hanoi)
· Asian Research Network
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